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In Canada we have a system of responsible government.  In this system the government of the Prime Minister and Cabinet (executive) is responsible to the parliament and must maintain the confidence of the House of Commons.  If a government attempts top pass a major piece of legislation (ie. a money bill like the budget) and they fail it is considered a vote of non-confidence and by tradition the government must step down.  A new government can be appointed by the Governor General, but usually Parliament is dissolved and an election is called.

In the United States there is a complete separation of powers between the executive, legislative and judicial branches of government.  Not only does each branch of the government have particular powers each branch has certain powers over the other branches. This is done to keep them balanced and to prevent one branch form ever gaining too much power – they provide checks and balances on each other. For example: 

· Congress may pass laws........but the President can veto them. 

· The President can veto laws.......but Congress can override the veto with a 2/3 vote. 

· The President can sign foreign treaties………but the Senate must approve them.

· The President and Congress may agree on a law..........but the Supreme Court can declare a law unconstitutional. 

· The President can appoint Judges and other government officials.......but Senate must approve them. 

· Supreme Court judges have life terms.......but they can be impeached.
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