
IDEAS OF KARL MARX
Karl Marx (1818-1883) was born in Germany, but spent much of his life in exile in England. He is the father of Socialism. 

Main Belief: History of the world is based on the struggle between two classes:
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CAPITALIST OR BOURGEOISIE, own the "MEANS OF PRODUCTION", that is they have control of the land, resources, banks, factories and thus have all the money. Money is power, and they use this power to control society. Governments are controlled by these people, and everything in society is used to protect their position. The Proletariate (working class) are distracted from the causes of their real suffering through the various institutions.

Government:
Used to keep society the same. Any opposition to government is seen as opposition towards all people, and thus quickly dealt with.

Religion:
This is the "opium of the masses". It dilutes our thinking. Religion is used to compensate us for our suffering. It distracts us from the true cause of our suffering, the HAVES. 

Education:
Is used to train the young for the capitalist. 


Obedience to authority. Bells etc, are all ways to 


train "THE MASSES" to work effectively.

The Industrial Revolution was a great step back for mankind.

An individual could not compete with machines so he had to go to work in a factory for a capitalist. He began to do one small job, rather than meeting all of his needs. Now all he could do is sell his labour, this made him dependant on the capitalist. Labour is very important to man, because it is through his labour man realizes himself. Division of labour has alienated man.

(alienation: to disassociate ones self.) Man became very unhappy. This caused a very uneven distribution of resources in society.

In "The Communist Manifesto" Marx calls upon the workers of the world to unite and break the chains of capitalism. He wanted a revolution where the workers would rise against the capitalist and seize the "MEANS OF PRODUCTION". A government would be set up to distribute the profits to all members of society equally. This new society would be "classless", and be called Communism. Eventually this government would disappear. 

Some more thoughts of Karl:
-
the economy is more important than anything. We always have 
to produce because we always have needs.

-
A person produces to provide their needs.

-
Feudalism was the first sign of capitalism. The serf produced 
more than he needed, and surplus (profit) was given to the 
seigneur

-
According to Marx you should worship and work for mankind, 
abolish religion.

-
Capitalism is not fair. Those that don't work but are capable 
(capitalist) get all their needs and wants met.

*
"Profit" = that which is left over once your needs are met. 
This should be given to those that can't meet their own needs 
(handicapped etc.) according to Marx, not to be used to give 
only a few people their wants.
*
